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F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  S a n  L e a n d r o  

T  T  D    Church Office Hours 
 
Just a reminder, 
the Church Office 
is staffed on 
Wednesdays and 
Fridays, 1:00 – 
3:00 pm, so you 
may stop by to 

deliver your offering, bring in 
your recycle items, pick up your 
offering envelopes, or purchase 
Equal Exchange coffee/tea/
chocolate or Manna Meals.   
Just ring the doorbell, and our 
receptionist, Karyn Ready-
McNicholas, will greet you.  Be 
sure to wear a mask and stay 6 
feet apart from others.  (Of 
course you should not come to 
the Church Office if you have 
any symptoms of illness, or if 
you have been around anyone 
with Covid-19 in the past 14 
days.) 
 

Annual Report 
 
It’s that time of year again.  All 
committee chairpersons and 
organization leaders are asked 
to have their annual reports in to 
the church administrator no later 
than January 24.  If possible, 
please submit the report 
electronically.  Copies of the 
Annual Report will be available 
by February 17 – you may either 
stop by the church office on 
February 17 or February 19 
(between 1 pm and 3 pm) to 
pick up a copy prior to the 
Annual Meeting on February 21, 
or you may call the church office 
and we will send you an 
electronic copy or a printed copy 
by mail. 

In the Christian liturgical calendar, Christmas is celebrated from Dec. 25 until 
January 6, the day of Epiphany.  The days in between are what we call the 
twelve days of Christmas.   For many people, the only connection we have to 
the “Twelve Days of Christmas” is the song about all of the things “my true 
love gave to me” (which does have a long and complicated history in which 
the various gifts may represent some aspect of the Christian faith). 
 
This year, as we find ourselves in the season of Christmastide looking ahead 
to the new year, perhaps we could allow these days of Christmas to be holy 
time to celebrate, after many other people have decided Christmas is over 
and its time to pack up the decorations and move on. 
 
Rev. Traci Smith, a Presbyterian pastor, suggests 
that we celebrate these twelve days in a meaningful 
way which focuses on Christ’s birth.  Let Christmas 
Day be the beginning of your celebration.  Linger for 
a while in the holiness of Christ’s birth.  Perhaps read 
again the gospel accounts of Jesus’ birth; sing some 
favorite Christmas carols; spend time in prayer, 
thanking God for his newborn Son.  Yes, Christ, our 
Savior, is born!  May He be born in our hearts in new 
ways as we look ahead to 2021. 

Angel Tree 

First, a big “thank you” to all those who made “Angel 
Tree” successful again this year.  We were able to 
serve 11 families with 2 gift cards for each child and 
one extra card for family needs.  Due to the great 
response from the congregation, enough additional 
funds were available to purchase 8 extra gift cards 
and make a cash contribution of $300.00 to Davis 
Street Help Center where many families and 
children are assisted in our area. 
 
Again the generosity of “His” church is remarkable 
and greatly appreciated.  I’m convinced that 
together we can make all things possible! 
 
             ~Jim Watts, Angel Tree Chairman 



 

 

Zoom Fellowship 
We continue to enjoy 
connecting with one another at 
our weekly Zoom Coffee 
Fellowship at 11:00 am on 
Sundays.  If you would like to 
receive an invitation, please 
call the church office or email 
Anne at 
Anne@FirstPresbyterianChurch 
SL.org. 
 
You may participate by Zoom, 
or you can participate by 
phone, cell phone or landline.  
If you want to join in, on 
Sunday morning a few minutes 
before 11:00 am: 

dial 1-669-900-9128  
(then #) 

when prompted for the 
meeting ID, dial 821 
3242 9852 (then #) 

then you might hear a 
prompt to put in your 
user ID OR to simply 
press #, so just press # 

and finally, you’ll be asked 
for a password, which is 
4562580 (then #)  

On Sunday, January 3, we will participate in Holy Communion in our 
homes while listening to the worship service online.  If you wish, you 
may gather “common and ordinary” elements (bread, crackers, juice, 
wine) as you have available, and partake of the elements after the 
Word is preached during the recorded worship service.  
  
There are several ways to access the worship service: 
 

1.  Internet is NOT required to participate in worship!  Using your 
phone: 

 
At 9:30 am on Sunday morning, you may call 1-669-900-9128.   
When prompted for the meeting ID, dial 861 5833 0947 (then #) 
Then when asked for User ID or press #, just press # 
When prompted for a password, dial 4562580 (then #).  
 
You will be able to listen to the worship service through your 

phone (but no one will be able to hear you). You might want 
to call in around 9:25 so you can be all set by the time the 
service starts.  This option to listen to our worship service 
will remain available until further notice.  A number of  
people have been enjoying 
worship this way, and we would 
love to have you join us! 

 
2.   You may go to our webpage 

www.FirstPresbyterianChurchSL.org 
and click on the link on the home 
page (scroll down to find the link);   
 

3.   You may click on the link on our 
church Facebook page, and it will 
take you to our webpage. 

Offering Envelopes Available for 2021 

The new Offering Envelope boxes for 2021 are now available for pick up.  You 
may get yours when you drive through the Greet and Give food donation event 
on Sunday, January 3, or you may stop by the church office on a Wednesday or 
Friday afternoon to pick them up.  Please phone the church office if you are un-
able to pick them up, and we will put them in the mail. 
 
If you need a pledge card, please call the church office and we will send one to 
you.  If you want envelopes but prefer not to make a pledge, you may call the 
church office and leave a message.  Also remember that we now have Online 
Giving set up – just go to our church webpage to get the information.  You may 
give by credit card, debit card, or direct transfer from your bank account.   
Thank you. 

Communion Sunday – January 3, 2021  
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The need for food support for many of our neighbors continues to be 
great.  We appreciate our church family’s generous response to our 
“Greet and Give” food collection drives!  Over 30 people continue to 
come to the parking lot and bring donated foods to help people in our 
community!   

 
Our next “Greet and Give” will take place on the first 
Sunday afternoon of January – Sunday, January 3, 
from 2:00 to 3:00 pm.  This month, the following 
items would be especially helpful: canned soups, 
pasta noodles, canned fruits or vegetables, canned 
meats, and boxed side dishes. 
 

Also, if you have unopened utensil packets which you have received 
with take-out food, those can be used by a food program that provides 
hot meals on a weekly basis.  Please bring them to our Greet and 
Give, and we will pass them along! 
 
Just drive into the church parking lot, and from your car you may give 
your food contributions to the church members who will be present to 
collect them from you.  It will be fun to greet you in person, at a safe 
distance, and receive your food donations.  Please be sure to wear 
your face mask. 
 
All donated foods will be placed in the Milners’ truck, and Conrad and 
Anne will take them to the San Lorenzo Family Help Center, which 
distributes food five days a week to those in need throughout Alameda 
County.  If you have any questions, please call Anne Milner at 510-731
-7684.  Thank you in advance for your support! 
 
This month, you may pick up your Offering Envelopes as you drive 
through the parking lot.  Also, Manna Meals will be available for 
purchase - please bring along $5 cash for each bag you wish to 
purchase.  And you may bring ink cartridges, aluminum cans and 
plastic bottles, and drop them off at the same time.  It would be 
helpful if you separate the cans from the plastic bottles, into two 
separate bags.  Thank you. 

Greet and Give – Sunday, January 3  A Special Thanks to the  
 

Since this past March when we had 
to discontinue our in-person 
worship services, a team of people 
have been coming in weekly to 
record worship services for our 
congregation to listen to.  In order 
to stay safe, we have had to greatly 
limit how many people are present 
on a given week.  Our thanks to the 
following people: 
 
Sound Technician:  Ben Ball or 
 Tyler Crosbie 
Music Director: Richard Dinwiddie 

Organist: Toni DiCapua or  
 Mary Mackie 
Accompanist: Mollie Wakeman 
Choral Ensemble: Toni DiCapua,     
 Sharon Dinwiddie, Barbara 
 Holmes, Bob Kraut, Leland 
 Morine, Anne Swanson 
Soloists: Barbara Holmes, 
 Richard Jackson, Bob 
 Kraut, Leland Morine 
Chancel Bells: Sharon Dinwiddie, 
 Jane Kraut, Linda Pollard, 
 Melissa Seaton, Faye 
 Wilson (recorded at a 
 separate time) 
Preachers: Lauren Patrus-Betzel, 
 Anne Swanson, George 
 Swanson, Victoria Wells 

New Habitat Build in Walnut Creek: The Unity House 
 

Our church is joining with other faith partners in funding the “Unity House” at 
Esperanza Place in Walnut Creek.  A 42-unit complex for very low, low, and 
middle-income families will be built by Habitat for Humanity (East Bay-Silicon 
Valley) in 2021.  This affordable community of one, two, three and four-
bedroom townhomes will be divided among eight buildings, arranged around a 
central community space where neighbors will gather and children will play.  It 
is being built on an empty lot near the BART line which cuts through Walnut 
Creek.  We are excited to be one of the faith communities supporting the con-
struction of the Unity House. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
27 
9:30 AM Online Worship Service  
 
11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship by ZOOM  

28 29 30
 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Church Office Open  

31 1 2

3 
9:30 AM Online Worship Service  
11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship by ZOOM 
 
2:00 – 3:00 PM 
Greet and Give 
Food Drive  

4 5 6  
 
 
 
 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Church Office Open  
 
6:30 PM Chancel Bells  

7 8
 
 
 
 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Church Office Open  

9

10 
9:30 AM Online Worship Service  
 
11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship by ZOOM 

11 12 13
 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Church Office Open  
 
6:30 PM Chancel Bells  

14 15
 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Church Office Open  

16

17 
9:30 AM Online Worship Service  
 
11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship by ZOOM 

18 19
 

 
 
7:00 PM Session (Zoom) 

20
 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Church Office Open  
 
6:30 PM Chancel Bells  

21 22
 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Church Office Open  

23

24 
9:30 AM Online Worship Service  
 
11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship by ZOOM 

25 26
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Deacons (Zoom)

27
 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Church Office Open  
 
6:30 PM Chancel Bells  

28 29
 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Church Office Open  

30

31 
9:30 AM Online Worship Service  
 
11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship by ZOOM 

1 2 3
 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Church Office Open  
 
6:30 PM Chancel Bells  

4 5
 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
Church Office Open  

6

 



General Mission Giving 
 
During 2020, the Session has been disbursing our 
General Mission money on a regular basis to support 
important ministries in the Bay Area and around the 
world.  The generosity of our congregation has 
allowed us to more than fulfill our General Mission 
commitment of $22,000 this year.  The following 
organizations have received support in 2020: 
 
 Westminster Woods Christian Camp 
 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
 Harbor House, Oakland 
 Safehouse, San Francisco 
 Cameron House, San Francisco 
 St. Anthony’s Foundation, San Francisco 
 Rise Against Hunger 
 Habitat for Humanity, East Bay/Silicon Valley 

George Mark Children’s Home 
 Heifer International 
 San Lorenzo Food Pantry 
 World Vision 
 

 
 
 
 Building Futures for Women and Children,  

San Leandro 
 Compassion Child International (Nephtalie Cherie, 

in Haiti) 
 Badjao Project, Philippines 
 Frontera de Cristo Presbyterian Border Ministry 

(Douglas, AZ) 
 
 
The Alternative Gift Fair 
 
Our thanks to everyone who supported Heifer Project 
International this year through our Alternative Gift 
Fair!  Over $1300 was donated and sent along to 
Heifer Project International!  This included four flocks 
of chicks, two hives of honeybees, one sheep, six 
goats, and one Knitters’ Gift Basket.   
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2020 POINSETTIAS 
 

NAME OF DONOR      GIVEN IN HONOR OF 

 

Betty Brown Kevin Cox 

Bob & Jane Kraut Our Friends at Home 

Linda & Leland Morine Lee McGarey, my sister 

The Rauscher Family The Hawkins Family, 
                                              our neighbors 

Margo Smith Anne Swanson 

Susan Sprague Jen Spadoni, daughter and  
                                              Nick Bronken, grandson 

Anne & George Swanson Our Grandchildren 

Mollie & Jim Wakeman Our Friends at Home  

 

2020 POINSETTIAS 
 
 
NAME OF DONOR     GIVEN IN MEMORY OF 

 

Betty Brown Loved Ones 

Manuel & Mary Costa Neomi Gau, Mary’s mother 

Alice Doolittle Manny Doolittle 

Sue Goodnow Loved Ones 

Michele Johnson Harriet Engberg 

Betty Lucchesi Anthony Lucchesi 

Helen Oertle B. Dean Oertle 

Shari & Tom Plunkett Ruth Paulson and  
                                             Kirsten Plunkett  

The Rauscher Family Loved Ones 

Margo Smith Phil Smith, my husband 

Susan Sprague Fred & Betty Woodward, 
                                             parents 

Susan Sprague Nick Isaeff, husband 

Susan Sprague Gene Sprague, husband 

Art & Pat Walton Mary Esther Walton 



 

 

Wednesday Zoom Bible Class 
 
The Wednesday adult education class 
will resume meeting on Wednesday, 
January 6 at 4:00 pm (by Zoom).  
During the first two weeks, they will be 
completing the “Animate” series that 
was begun last fall: 
 
January 6 – Service: The Needs Right Around You 
January 13 – Community: An Unexpected Family 
 
On January 20, the group will start a new series (just 
published last month) called “Words of Life: Jesus 
and the Promise of the Ten Commandments 
Today.”  The series includes a video presentation by 
Rev. Adam Hamilton, followed by group study and 
discussion.  The Ten Commandments will show us a 
way toward more joyful, abundant living, even in these 
contemporary times.  If you would like to attend these 
Zoom classes, please call the church office and leave 
a message for Jane Kraut, and she will send you a 
Zoom invitation by email. 
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Souper Bowl of Caring 
 
February 7, 2021 is Super Bowl Sunday, but this 
year we will not be able to collect our usual $1 
donations placed in soup pots as everyone leaves 
the sanctuary after worship.  As you may recall, this 
is a nationwide effort to care for those who are less 
fortunate.  Each year, our church uses the Souper 
Bowl of Caring money to provide lunches for the 
homeless who come to the April Showers program in 
San Leandro. 
 
If you would like to 
contribute this year, 
you may put a one-
dollar bill in an 
envelope and mail it 
along with your 
offering envelope, or you could drop off $1 when you 
drive through the Greet and Give food donation 
collection on February 7.  Thanks! 
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