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Highlights
First Presbyterian Church San Leandro

Season of Lent

MONDAY Zoom Bible Class

This year, the season of Lent begins on March 2.
During Lent, we are called to examine our lives and
acknowledge the part that each one of us plays in the
sinfulness of the world. As we present ourselves
before God, we come with our hands open, ready to
receive God’s mercy and forgiveness.

The adult education class which
meets on Monday afternoons at
4:00 pm (by Zoom) is currently
studying The Apostles’ Creed, with
a video presentation by Rev. Adam
Hamilton, and discussion following.
Then during Lent, they will begin a
new six-week study (March 7 –
April 11) using a book entitled
“Savior: What the Bible Says
about the Cross.” The class will
consider why the cross was
necessary, and exactly what Jesus
did to save us from our sin. Each session will
include a DVD presentation by Rev. Magrey deVega,
who is pastor at Hyde Park United Methodist Church
in Tampa, Florida. Discussion will follow, led by Sue
Goodnow and Jane Kraut. If you would like to attend
these Zoom classes, please call Jane Kraut at the
church office (510-483-2772) and she will send you a
Zoom invitation by email. Newcomers are welcome!

This year our Lent devotional guide is entitled
“Drawn to the Cross” and includes inspiration from
one of the most beloved spiritual thinkers of the
20th century, Henri Nouwen. He encourages us to
draw closer to the cross of Christ by understanding
more deeply the meaning of the cross in terms of
humility, service and sacrifice. The devotional
booklets will be available at the Ash Wednesday
service on March 2 at 5:00 pm, and at worship on the
first Sunday of Lent (March 6). If you would like for
us to mail a booklet to your home, please call the
church office (510-483-2772).

Ash Wednesday – March 2

We plan to gather in the Sanctuary at 5:00 pm, for a
brief service of worship to begin the season of Lent.
The children and youth will be joining us as a part of
their WOW and Peak program, and all church family
members are invited! We will receive ashes on our
foreheads as a reminder of our brokenness and sinful
nature. All adults attending need to be fully
vaccinated and boosted, and wearing a mask.

Souper Bowl of
Caring
February 13, 2022 is Super
Bowl Sunday, the day that we
collect our Souper Bowl
Offering. We will be receiving $1 donations as
people come to worship that morning, but if you are
not currently attending worship, please feel free to
include a dollar bill with your offering when you mail
it to the church. As you may recall, this is a
nationwide effort to care for those who are less
fortunate. Each year, our church uses the Souper
Bowl of Caring money to provide lunches for the
homeless who come to the April Showers program in
San Leandro.
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Update on
Worship and Church Activities
Thank you to everyone for getting your Covid booster
shots in a timely manner! As we continue to hear in
the news, boosters are proving to be very important
in keeping ourselves healthy, as well as those around
us!
Because of the spike in Covid cases due to the highly
contagious Omicron variant, the Session decided that
it would not be safe to go ahead with our plans for
the January Men’s and Women’s Breakfast meetings
here at the church, nor with the Young at Heart
Luncheon nor the Book Club gathering. They also
voted to discontinue Coffee Fellowship on Sunday
mornings at this time, since eating/drinking requires
removing our masks, which is not safe at this time.
We will resume these activities when the situation
has improved.
Regarding masks – we have learned from the CDC
that it is very important to upgrade the quality of our
masks. N95 and KN95 masks are best, and the
church is providing one of these masks for each
person who comes to Sunday worship. Please be
sure to hang on to that mask, and to wear it to
worship each week. Surgical masks are not as
effective at protecting you and others around you,
but they are better than cloth masks, which are not
very effective in preventing Covid infection from this
Omicron variant.

For those of you who prefer to not attend worship
during this Covid surge, you will continue to find
our weekly worship recording on our church
website: www.firstpresbyterianchurchsl.org Also,
you will find the order of worship posted, if you
wish to follow along. We look forward to the time
when everyone will be able to safely return to inperson worship!
As determined by the Session, our church will
continue to follow current recommendations from
the CDC, and in so doing, be a part of the solution
as we move ahead to ending this global pandemic.

Annual Congregational Meeting

Women’s Book Club Update

The Session has called the Annual Congregational
Meeting for Sunday, February 20, at 10:30 am
immediately following worship. The purpose of this
meeting is to receive the 2021 Annual Report,
receive the Church Budget for 2022, and review our
pastor’s compensation for 2022.

Our next book is The Girl Who Wrote in
Silk by Kelli Estes. Seattle-area author Kelli
Estes tells the story of two young women in
Seattle and the San Juans living 130 years
apart, connected by a secret. We will meet in
mid-March. Date to be determined later.

We will also be recognizing and thanking the
outgoing church officers (Deacons and Elders) who
completed their terms in December 2021:

Our May selection, The Boys in the Boat , is a
true story based on the struggles and sacrifices
made by the University of Washington rowing
team to compete at the highest possible level,
the 1936 Berlin Olympics, written by Daniel
James Brown.

Elders - Class of 2021
Toni DiCapua
Linda Gizzi
Bob Kraut
Jennifer Spadoni

Deacons - Class of 2021
Bonney Bancroft
Kevin Cox
Jeanette Driscoll
Helen Fortner
Kathy Knudsen
John Manuel
Anne Milner

The books are available in various formats in
the Alameda County Library system. There is
also a juvenile adaptation for The Boys in the
Boat . Contact the church office to be put on
our email list.
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Church Notes
Annual Report

Virtual Bingo for Family Game Night

We are in the process of putting together the
2021 Annual Report, and will have it available by
Sunday, February 13 in the narthex. Or you may
stop by the church office to pick up a copy,
anytime between Feb. 15 – 18 (prior to our Annual
Meeting of the Congregation on Sunday,
February 20).

We will be playing virtual BINGO! Mark your
calendar for Saturday, February 19 at 7:00 p,m.
You must sign up in advance to receive an
email with a link to your own unique, virtual
BINGO card, sent ahead of game day. You can
print out your card or play online. For those that
don’t have a printer, we can deliver a card to you.
Limited to 30 participants, so RSVP by contacting
the church office or Jeanette Rauscher.

We will have PRIZES!

A family of churches working together in equipping and encouraging one
another in fulfilling the Great Commission.

Flower Arrangements
for the Sanctuary
If you would like to provide a flower
arrangement for the Communion
Table in the sanctuary during the
month of February, please contact
Mollie Wakeman. The cost for an
arrangement from Lyal Nickals Florist is $65.
Thank you in advance!

