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23 r d SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
 

WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD 
 
♫ Organ Prelude   Bobbi Hunter 
Fanfare on St. George’s Windsor … Charles Callahan 
       
Call to Worship (responsively)   Lou Pennebaker 
Leader: From the moment we open our eyes each 

morning, until we close them at night,  
God is with us. 

People: There is no one like you, our God! 
Leader: In times when we are surrounded with struggles, 

in all the surprising places we find hope, Jesus is 
with us. 

People: There is no one like you, our Brother! 
Leader: When we feel orphaned by the world, 

when we are welcomed into faith's family, 
the Holy Spirit is with us. 

People: There is no one like you, Witnessing Spirit! 
 

* ♫ Hymn of Praise   Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty 
No. 482 
 
 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)   Lou Pennebaker 
There are times when we turn against you, God of 
righteousness. When we follow those desires that control 
us; when we live for ourselves, shutting off the gifts of those 
around us; when we think we do not need to share love, 
hope, peace with others, we show how we have joined that 
league of those who ignore your way of life. Yet, you have 
chosen to adopt us as your children, God-who-stands-
with-us, forgiving us and making us inheritors with Jesus of 
your grace and joy.  So lead us by the Spirit, that we might 
follow Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, into creation which 
groans for love and healing. 
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Assurance of Pardon 
Leader: Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel. 
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 
* ♫ Gloria Patri  

No. 579 
 

* Passing of The Peace  
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Why I Belong   Lowell & Georgie Hickey 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 
 

Scripture Reading   Kathy Pearson 
Romans 8: 18-25 (pg. 1757) 
 

♫ Anthem   Chancel Choir 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand … Thomas A. Dorsey, arr. Jack 
Schrader 
Richard Dinwiddie, director; Sharon Dinwiddie, accompanist 
(CCLI #20405356) 
 
Scripture Reading  
Matthew 13: 24-30 (pg. 1518) 
 

Ministry of the Word   The Rev. Renée Marie Rico 
“Witness of Hope” 
3rd in the Series “Investing in Hope” 
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

* ♫ Hymn of Response  As Those of Old Their 
Firstfruits Brought 
No. 414 

 
Acknowledgement and Blessing of Offerings 
 
Prayer of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

* ♫ Closing Hymn   Let All Things Now Living  
No. 554 

 
* Benediction 

 

* ♫ Congregational Response    Go Now in Peace 
(inside cover of hymnal) 
 
♫ Organ Postlude   Bobbi Hunter  
Thanksgiving … Charles Callahan 
 
The congregation is free to move during the 
postlude.  
 
 
 
  


