FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD

J Organ Prelude - Mary Mackie
All Things Bright and Beautiful ... Dale Wood

Call to Worship (responsively) - Lou Pennebaker
adapted from Psalm 100
Leader: God, you send messengers in all ages to be among
us. They spoke long ago to ordinary people:
People: a priest, a young woman, a carpenter
and shepherds on a hill.
Leader:  We know that it was scary
because you told them not to be afraid.
People: They responded with courage to follow and share
your message with the world.

Leader: Today, we are called to listen to the angels among us:

People: toembody your message of more hope, more
peace, more joy, and more love for the world.

Candle Lighting | The Candle of Hope- Rich & Marj
Toney with grandson Lucas Perlik

J Hymn of Praise - Star Child
See page 5 of bulletin.

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
You witnhess the sorts of lives we lead, Advent God. Asked
to share the gospel of hope, we place it on our to-do list
instead. Given the chance to work for peace, we become
immobile. Invited to pray with joy in every moment, we
prefer to grumble about every insignificant thing in our
lives. Have mercy on us, God of grace, and prepare our
hearts for your forgiveness to have its way in them.
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Prayer of Confession (in unison)...continued
Fill us with Your hope so we might lighten the shadows of
others. Help us to join the choirs of children in singing of
your joy. Transform us with that tender mercy who is our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

J3 Gloria Patri
No. 579

Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Reading - Ben Ball
Malachi 3:1-4 (pg. 1490)

JJ Anthem - Chancel Choir

O Come, Emmanuel ... Traditional Christmas hymn, arr. Alice Parker
Richard Dinwiddie, director; Linda Pollard, handbells; Sharon
Dinwiddie, accompanist

(ccL #20405356)
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Scripture in Drama—The Angel Comes to Zechariah
Mary Woolsey, Calvin Waldrup, and Gary Calame

1: Praying, praying, praying!
2: | wonder why Zechariah hasn't come out of the sanctuary yet?!
3: That name is found nowhere in your family. Zechariah, what do

YOU want the baby’s name to be?

Ministry of the Word - The Rev. Renée Marie Rico
“Make Ready a People”
Istin the Series “Angels Among Us”

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

J Hymn of Response - Come, Thou Long-Expected
Jesus
No. 2

Acknowledgement and Blessings of Offerings

Prayer of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

7 Closing Hymn - Prepare the Way
No. 13

Benediction

J Congregational Response - Go Now in Peace
(inside cover of hymnal)

J Organ Postlude - Mary Mackie
O God, Our Help in Ages Past ... Charles Callahan
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