THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD

J Organ Prelude - Mary Mackie

Call to Worship (responsively) - Lou Pennebaker
adapted from Psalm 100
Leader: God, you send messengers in all ages to be among
us. They spoke long ago to ordinary people:
People: a priest, a young woman, a carpenter
and shepherds on a hill.
Leader:  We know that it was scary
because you told them not to be afraid.
People: They responded with courage to follow and share
your message with the world.
Leader: Today, we are called to listen to the angels among us:
People: toembody your message of more hope, more
peace, more joy, and more love for the world.

Candle Lighting | The Candle of Joy - Anna & Ellie Huo

* Jd Hymn of Praise - Star Child
See page 5 of bulletin.

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
God of all creation, you send us messages through dreams,
people and your scriptures. Over and over again, we hear
your dream for a beautiful world, filled with peace and
reconciliation, harmony and togetherness, community and
love. We hear your messages, and yet continue to live with
the curtains drawn, the covers pulled tight, eyes shut to the
realities of the world. Forgive us. Kindle a love in us that will
shine through the darkest nights. Give us the strength and
the will to keep awake in this sleeping world.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

J3 Gloria Patri
No. 579

Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Reading - Kathy Pearson
Isaiah 7:10-17 (pg. 1069)

J4 Solo - Leland Morine

The Kings ... Peter Cornelius
Mary Mackie, accompanist
(ccL #20405356)

Scripture in Drama — The Angel Comes to Joseph in
a Dream
Anne Milner, Conrad Milner and Tune Olagbaju

Ministry of the Word - The Rev. Renée Marie Rico
“Do Not Be Afraid”
3 in the Series “Angels Among Us”
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

7 Hymn of Response - Good Christian Friends,
Rejoice

No. 28

Acknowledgement and Blessings of Offerings

Prayer of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

J Closing Hymn - Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
No. 31

Benediction

J Congregational Response - Go Now in Peace
(inside cover of hymnal)

& Organ Postlude - Mary Mackie

The congregation is free to move during the postiude.
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