FIRST SUNDAY IN CHRISTMAS

WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD

J Organ Prelude - Mary Mackie

Call to Worship (responsively) - Lou Pennebaker

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

God, you send messengers to be among us.

They spoke long ago to ordinary people:

a priest, a young woman, a carpenter

and shepherds on a hill.

We know that it was scary

because you told them not to be afraid.

They responded with courage to follow and share
your message with the world.

Today, we are called to listen to the angels among us:
to embody your message of more hope, more
peace, more joy, and more love for the world.

* J1 Hymn of Praise - O Come, All Ye Faithful

No. 41

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Holy God and Savior, our lives are so crowded and rushed,
that even our holy days and vacations can leave little room
for searching thought and prayer. Have mercy on our
pretentious busyness.

If in our busy flurrying we left scant room for the whole
needs of our family, and friends, and fellow church
members, we ask your forgiveness.

Holy God and Savior, save us not only from our obvious sins
but also from our misplaced energies.

..continued on next page
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FIRST SUNDAY IN CHRISTMAS

Prayer of Confession (in unison)...continued
Save us from wasting the precious moments of life on that
which is second-best, and from gaining a world of tinsel
but losing our own souls. Assist us to tap into that eternal
Source of light and life and joy which nothing can ever take
from us. Please put your arms around us, lift us up and bear
us on your shoulders. Grant this we pray. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

53 Gloria Patri
No. 579

Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Reading - Ben Ball
Isaiah 63:7-9 (pg. 1160)

JJ Anthem - Chancel Choir

He Came Here for Me... Ron Nelson
Richard Dinwiddie, director; Julie Larson, flute; Linda Pollard, bell;
Sharon Dinwiddie, accompanist
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FIRST SUNDAY IN CHRISTMAS

Scripture Reading
Matthew 2:13-23 (pg. 1498)

Ministry of the Word - The Rev. Renée Marie Rico
“Get Up and Go”
5t jn the Series “Angels Among Us”

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

7 Hymn of Response - The First Nowell
No. 56

Acknowledgement and Blessings of Offerings

Prayer of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

J/ Closing Hymn - Go, Tell It on the Mountain
No. 29

Benediction

J Congregational Response - Go Now in Peace
(inside cover of hymnal)

J Organ Postlude - Mary Mackie

The congregation is free to move during the postiude.
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