BAPTISM OF THE LORD

WE GATHER AROUND GOD’S WORD

4 Organ Prelude - Mary Mackie
Psalm 42 ... Craig Phillips

Call to Worship (responsively) - Lou Pennebaker
Leader: We are called to this place to find a new way:
a way of grace, hope, faith, and life.
People: God calls and we come.
Leader: Come, and let go of that which is worn out:
worn out habits, worn out dogmas,
worn out resentments, worn out burdens.
People: God calls and we come.
Leader: This time is blessed and made sacred by Spirit who
heals us, reconnects us, redirects us, empowers us.
People: God blesses and we praise.
Leader: Come, and receive blessing, freedom, forgiveness,
and love.
People: God blesses and we praise.

* J1 Hymn of Praise - Come Down, O Love Divine
No. 313

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Holy light of heaven, in this time of darkness, in this time of
winter slumbering, the whole of creation awaits the
revealing power of life in you. Remind us that it was the
outsiders who saw most clearly who Jesus was, that it was
in most humble circumstances that expensive gifts were
given, and that even Jesus needed help along his spiritual
journey. Help us to see, but also to hear the voices of those
dismissed in our community and society. Help us to be
generous to those who most need it. Help us to see how
heaven might come down to earth. Amen.

2|Page



BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Assurance of Pardon
Leader: Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

J4 Gloria Patri
No. 579

Passing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Scripture Reading - Kathy Pearson
Isaiah 42:1-9 (pg. 1124)

J Anthem - The Word Sung - Chancel Choir
Come to Me, All Who Labor (Matthew 11:28-30) ... John Purifoy
Richard Dinwiddie, director; Sharon Dinwiddie, accompanist

Scripture Reading
Matthew 3:13-17 (pg. 1499)

Ministry of the Word - The Rev. Renée Marie Rico
“Why Jesus Needed John”
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

* Jf1 Hymn of Response - Baptized in Water
No. 492

Reaffirmation of Baptisms
Hear these words from holy scripture (I Corinthians
12:12-13, ESV):
Just as the body is one and has many members,
and all the members of the body, though many, are
one body, so it is with Christ.
For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body— Jews or Greeks, slaves or free— and we
were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Profession of Faith
Following an introduction, please respond as

follows:

Beloved people of God..

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn
from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its
power in the world?

I do.

Who is your Lord and Savior?

Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying His
word and showing His love?

I will, with God's help.

The Apostles’ Creed (in unison)
With the whole church, let us confess our faith (see

pg. 6)
..continued on next page
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Reaffirmation of Baptisms...continued

Thanksgiving Over the Waters

Touching the Waters

You are invited to come forward as indicated by
our ushers to dip your hand in the water and take a

glass pebble from the bowl as a way to remember
your baptism.

Acknowledgement and Blessings of Offerings

Prayer of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

J Closing Hymn - Amazing Grace, How Sweet the
Sound
No. 280

Benediction

J Congregational Response - Go Now in Peace
(inside cover of hymnal)

4 Organ Postlude - Mary Mackie
Choral Prelude ... David Thorne

The congregation is free to move during the postlude.
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